Experimental details
The Η atoms attached to C atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using the riding rigid body approximation. The distances of Η atoms to hydroxyl were restrained to be 0.82 Ä.
Discussion
Phenoxyacetic acid compounds play an important role in natural growth hormone [2] [3] [4] . In the course of studying such compounds the title compound was synthesized and its crystal structure was determined. The title crystal structure consists of one 2-nitrobenzene-l,4-dioxyacetic acid and two water molecules (figure, top). The four atoms of the carboxyl groups (H3-03-C8-02 and H8-O8-CIO-07) do not lie in the same plane, which is different from 2,4-dimethyl-phenoxy-2-acetic acid [4] . The C2-C3-C4 valence angle of 121.9(2)° is larger than the standard value (120°) because of the existence of the electron withdrawing nitro-group, while if this group is a donor group, the valence angle will be smaller than 120°, which is in agreement with the reference [4] . Extensive hydrogen bonds exist in most of the aromatic acid crystal structures [5] . 
